
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
       Last week I was going through some old files and came across a bit of text that 
someone sent me last Christmas Day. I saved it because I thought it was poignant. Little 
did I know back then how poignant it would be. The text was from King George VI’s 1939 
Royal Christmas Broadcast. This Christmas message was delivered on the first 
Christmas of the Second World War. The King spoke live from Sandringham House to 
offer a message of reassurance. The bit of text I was sent last Christmas was this: “A new 
year is at hand. We cannot tell what it will bring. If it brings peace, how thankful we shall 
all be. If it brings us continued struggle we shall remain undaunted.” While His Majesty 
was talking about the continued struggle of World War II, I couldn’t help but think of the 
current global coronavirus pandemic. 
       Who could have imagined the world we find ourselves in today back during the joy of 
Christmas? While China was already grappling with the coronavirus, it seemed a long 
way away from the shores of America. Little did we know that just twelve weeks later the 
United States would be battling this new disease on the home front. Yet we take courage 
in King George’s words. This new year has not brought peace but rather continued 
struggle, therefore we must remain undaunted. There are fewer and fewer men and 
woman alive today who remember those days of World War II and the undaunted struggle 
in which the world found itself. We are now undaunted in a new struggle. 
       Jesus says to us in St. John’s Gospel: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my 
word and believes in the one who sent me has eternal life and will not come to 
condemnation, but has passed from death to life.” Even in these uncertain and troubling 
times, we remain undaunted because we believe in Jesus Christ: we hear his word, we 
believe in the one who sent him (God the Father). We are promised eternal life. While we 
must do all we can in the world to keep ourselves and others safe and healthy, we know 
that this world is passing away and that our true homeland is in Heaven. We are promised 
eternal life and that is our final destiny. I was struck by a passage from the Magnificat 
magazine a few days ago. It sums up our Christian life and what we should be about: We 
have reason for praise: we are God’s children, made in His image. When we were defaced 
by our sin, God renewed in us that image through the Incarnation, Death, and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the light of the world. By his light, we see ourselves as we 
are and as we are intended to be. Our challenge is to grow toward the true humanity we 
see in him. That just about sums up the Christian life, don’t you think?  
       King George concluded his 1939 Christmas Message with a few lines from the 1908 
poem God Knows by British poet Minnie Louise Haskins. She writes, “I said to the man 
who stood at the Gate of the Year, ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown.’ And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the Hand of 
God. That shall be better than light, and safer than a known way.’” May we daily put our 
hands into the Hands of God and trust in Him! 
  
—Fr. Guanella 
  
 


