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POLONIA, WISCONSIN 
 

Parish Office 

 

June 23, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Summer greetings to you! Charles Dickens wrote in Oliver Twist: “Spring flew swiftly by, and summer 

came; and if the village had been beautiful at first, it was now in the full glow and luxuriance of its 

richness.” Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this summer, though beautiful outside, is unlike any 

in past memory. Since the pandemic reached America’s shores, nearly every aspect of our daily lives has 

been impacted. I write to you today to announce one more change: the cancellation of Sacred Heart’s 

summer picnic, originally scheduled for Sunday, August 16, 2020. 

 

The parish picnic committee recommended to me to cancel this year’s parish picnic due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic. All the other parishes in the deanery have cancelled their picnics as well. I took the 

time to consult with the parish pastoral council and the parish finance council before making any decision. 

After careful deliberation, and with the best information available, I have made the decision to cancel the 

parish picnic deeming it to be the only responsible and prudent option. 

 

As you all know, the task of organizing the parish picnic is heavily dependent on many volunteers who 

aid in this effort. The parish cannot hold the picnic without the ability to ensure the safety, confidence, 

and comfort of all involved, including our volunteers, our guests, and our community—and everyone’s 

safety must be the chief priority. Even though the “Safer at Home” order has expired and things are slowly 

reopening, it is impossible to predict what August will look like in our county and throughout the state. 

 

The parish picnic is the largest fundraiser for the parish. Since there will not be the usual income from the 

picnic this year, I ask that you take part in a “silent picnic” instead. In your conscience, taking into 

consideration your own family’s financial position, especially with the continued effects of the pandemic, 

I ask that you ponder what you might have donated to the picnic and what you might have spent at the 

picnic itself. If you are able, please consider donating that amount to the parish as your “silent picnic” 

offering. Any offering, no matter how small, is appreciated and will help the parish make up from the lost 

income from the picnic. You may drop off your offering at the parish office (in the drop box on the rectory 

porch), send it via post, or drop it in the collection boxes in church. Please mark “silent picnic” on the 

envelope or memo line of your check. 

 

I know that many of you will be disappointed to hear of the picnic cancellation. I am disappointed by it as 

well. However, after listening to the advice of the picnic committee and the pastoral and financial councils, 

it is the only prudent choice at this time with the state of affairs in our country. God willing, we will have 

the 2021 parish picnic as in years’ past. If you have any questions about the picnic cancellation, please do 

not hesitate to contact the parish office. May God bless you. Niech Bóg Cię błogosławi! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Father Guanella  


