
Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

Today would have been the annual Sacred Heart parish picnic. It is certainly a strange year to not have a 

parish picnic on the calendar. One could say, however, that ‘strange’ is the defining adjective over the 

last five months. While it is disappointing that the parish picnic cannot take place as usual, there is a 

certain sense of relief in not having to spend the many hundreds of hours in preparation and working at 

the picnic. 

 While the parish picnic does create a sense of community in the parish and offers an opportunity for 

fun and fellowship, it is primarily a fundraiser for the parish and school. In fact, the parish picnic is the 

largest fundraiser of the year for the parish. Since there will not be the usual income from the picnic this 

year, I ask once again that you take part in a silent picnic instead. 

 In your conscience, taking into consideration your own family’s financial position, especially with the 

continued effects of the pandemic, I ask that you ponder what you might have donated to the picnic and 

what you might have spent at the picnic itself. If you are able, please consider donating that amount to 

the parish as your silent picnic offering. Any offering, no matter how small, is appreciated and will help 

the parish make up from the lost income from the picnic. You may drop off your offering at the parish 

office (in the drop box on the rectory porch), send it via post, or drop it in the collection boxes in church. 

Please mark “silent picnic” on the envelope or memo line of your check. 

 Your silent picnic offering, in fact, helps the parish more than if you had spent the same amount at the 

picnic itself. While the picnic is a fundraiser, there are a great number of expenses to put on the picnic 

and without the picnic actually taking place, all the income from the silent picnic can go directly to 

support Sacred Heart Parish and School. 

 I know that many of you are disappointed in this year’s picnic cancellation. I am disappointed by it as 

well. However, after having heard the advice of the picnic committee and the pastoral and financial 

councils, it was the only prudent choice with the state of affairs in our country. God willing, we will have 

the 2021 parish picnic as in years’ past. I want to personally thank the picnic committee and all those 

who worked in the early stages of this year’s picnic planning. I also want to thank you for your 

generosity in supporting our silent picnic this year. Polonia may be a little quieter this weekend than in 

years’ past, but that does not stop the good our parish and school can accomplish with your generous 

gifts. Thank you. 

 

—Fr. Guanella 

 


