
October 22, 2017:  Pro Life Update 
 
Dear Family, 
 From our Diocesan Office of Social Concerns, I share with you the following. 

October is Respect Life Month, and we have both good news and a big challenge! The 
Good News: The HHS contraceptive mandate has been radically revised in favor of religious 
liberty.  This is the mandate that, beginning more than six years ago as part of Obamacare, 
sought to force everyone from nuns to business owners to pay for contraceptives, including 
Plan B abortion-inducing drugs.  With this new ruling by the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), any nonprofit or private employer will be able to decide, for religious or moral 
reasons, not to cover contraceptives in its insurance plan. 

But there is more.  The HHS has just released a draft of its new strategic plan, in which it 
declares that human life begins “at conception,” and that protecting citizens “from conception to 
natural death” is one of its top priorities.  What a stunning and welcome reversal from the 
previous administration! 

This good news comes on the heels of passage by the House of Representatives of a bill 
that would ban abortion after 20 weeks because of the pain felt by the unborn child at that 
stage of development.  The Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act faces a much tougher 
battle in the Senate, but President Trump has promised to sign it into law if it reaches his 
desk.  Please use the contact information below to voice your support for this legislation. 

The Big Challenge: Let’s work to finally end taxpayer funding of Planned Parenthood, which 
has been receiving half a billion dollars of our money each year.  This was a central campaign 
promise of Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress, but so far it has not advanced. 

Congress needs to feel the urgency of this step.  It would have not only a practical, financial 
effect, but arguably an even greater symbolic one.  We would be saying to Planned 
Parenthood and to each other that we are not willing to see another dime of our money going 
to an organization whose main business is the killing of unborn children. 
Again, please use the contact information to make your voice heard.  To assist you, here are 
key points from pro-life organization Susan B. Anthony List (www.sba-list.org): 
1. Planned Parenthood and other abortion businesses do not deserve taxpayer funding. They 
should divest themselves of abortion or self-fund. 
2. Undercover videos show that Planned Parenthood has been engaged in unethical and 
possibly illegal medical and financial practices connected to the trafficking of unborn children’s 
organs. 
3. Planned Parenthood affiliates have been referred to the FBI and the Attorney General for 
criminal investigation by the Senate Judiciary Committee and the House Select Panel on Infant 
Lives; Planned Parenthood is unworthy of receiving taxpayer money. 
4. Planned Parenthood affiliates have been identified by auditors and investigators as the 
source of at least $12.8 million in waste, abuse, and potentially fraudulent Medicaid overbilling 
and penalties. 
5. Taxpayer funding accounts for 43% of Planned Parenthood’s overall revenue. 
6. Planned Parenthood performs over 300,000 abortions annually. 
7. There are approximately 20 times more community health centers (13,540) nationwide than 
there are Planned Parenthood centers (about 700). 
8. Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) alone served 24.3 million individuals last 
year, nearly 10 times more individuals than were served by Planned Parenthood centers (2.5 
million). Contact your Senators and Representative about Defunding Planned 
Parenthood. 
 God bless and Mary keep you. And thanks be to God for the progress made on behalf of 
life!!! 
    Fr. Michaud 

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/hhs-draft-strategic-plan-fy2018-2022.pdf
http://www.sba-list.org/

