
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!...and THANK YOU!!! 
Dear Family, 

It’s hard to believe but here we are at Christmas. A glorious time at which we welcome God in a 
deeper way into our hearts, our lives, our very selves. 

As is always the case, I am overwhelmed by the generosity of so many people who at this time of 
the year go out of your way to say to your priests how much we are loved by you. I know I don’t 
deserve it but I am humbly thankful for your expressions of love and support. And, so, I want to say 
from the bottom of my heart to all of you, THANK YOU for all your prayers, greetings, cards and gifts! 
I just can’t say it strong enough. I mean it deeply!!! 
 
As we celebrate our Lady’s “YES” to God and our Lord’s birth as a result, I would like to share with 
you a poem that I received as a part of a beautiful card from a parishioner. I think you will enjoy this. 
With that I offer you my heartfelt prayers for a truly Blessed and Merry Christmas this year. So, here’s 
the poem... 
  

He is the Reason. He is Jesus. 
His arrival was eagerly anticipated, 
 But not just by children. 
He came on Christmas day, 
 But not down the chimney. 
He worked in a woodshop, 
 But not making toys. 
He had a beard,  

But it was not white. 
He had some helpers,  
 But they were not elves. 
He performed a miracle, 
 But not on 34th Street. 
He rode into town, 
 But not on a sleigh. 
He carried a lot of weight, 
 But he was not heavy. 
He hung on a tree, 
 But not as an ornament. 
He disappeared into the clouds, 
 But not to the North Pole. 
His return is eagerly anticipated, 
 But not predictable. 
So every year at Christmas time 
 Let all traditions be a sign 
To point us back so long ago 
 When God came to earth for the world to know 
He did not want to be a stranger,  So as a gift specially wrapped in swaddling clothes 
 He lay in a manger. 
        --Stephen F. Chaney 
 
 
 
 


