
Dear Family 
 
 If you don’t currently subscribe to Magnificat, I hope you will consider doing so in the future. 
I just find there are so many spiritually helpful prayers, articles, and human interest stories such 
as writings about the lives of the saints. So, in the interest of sharing some of those treasures, I 
came across something I want to share with you. 
 The Magnificat has the prayers and readings for each Mass for each day of each month. At 
the end of the Mass section is a short reflection or “fervorino”. The following is something that I 
think applies to every one of us in some way. After all, we all sin and sin hurts, but it is our God 
who heals. So, here goes... 
 
 How do you survive if you don’t run on the enemy of your soul and call him by what his ugly 
name really means: “prosecutor”? The very name Satan literally means “prosecutor”. And his 
work isn’t ultimately to tempt you, but to “try” you. 
 To try your past, to try your perseverance in believing you’re worth anything, to try your 
patience with yourself and your whole bent-up world. Mama’s twisting her one ring around, 
around – like she’s trying to find a way out of herself. 
 He would steal our presence, our very knowledge of the “Healers’ presence”, if he could. If 
you let Satan prosecute you, you will ultimately imprison yourself. 
 Make him present – even where it feels too broken. It hurts to swallow [when your sick]. 
 This is always the weapon that the weary and worn-out can wield to silence the enemy’s 
voice in our heads.... 
 Because this is the thing: the prosecutor of your soul can’t ever nail you. Time can’t wreck 
your life. You can’t wreck your life. Nothing in all this world can separate you from the love of 
Christ, and his love is your life. Your life is unwreckable. Because Christ’s love is unstoppable. 
 What seems to be undoing you can ultimately remake you. What if the deeper you know 
your own brokenness, the keeper you can experience your own belovedness? 
 Suffering that does not break us away from more of this world and break us into more of 
God is wasted suffering. 
 Become that cross. Cruciform. 
 
           --Ann Voskamp 
Did you know that the word Paraclete, which is a name for the Holy Spirit, literally means 
counselor in the sense of a defense attorney. So, we have Satan, the prosecutor, and the God, 
the Holy Spirit who is our defense attorney. Who wins that one? If we allow God in in a new 
and deeper way, God wins...AND...we win!!! For this new year, I hope and pray all of us will 
allow the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete to defend us from that skunk Satan! 
 God bless and Mary keep you all, 
            Fr. Michaud 


